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Go ahead, deck the 
halls with faux fur 
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We train all year for this’ 
as weekend frenzy begins 


By HAROLD MCNEIL 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Lynette Lewis, of Buffalo, and her 
namesake niece didn’t have to worry 
about missing Thanksgiving dinner 
Thursday, as the pair occupied parallel 
parking spaces in separate SUVs in the 
Target lot off Walden Avenue in Cheek- 
towaga. 

“I met at her house at 9 o'clock this 
morning, and we ate Thanksgiving din- 
ner,” said the younger Lynette Lewis. 

The Lewises were among about two 
dozen hardcore Black Friday weekend 
shoppers already camped out at Target 
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Mark Mulville/Buffalo News 
Black Friday rush starts on Thanks- 
giving as shoppers enter J.C. Penney 
store at McKinley Mall in Hamburg. 


Its ‘ike our Olympics for early shoppers 


three hours before the department store 
opened its doors. 

Some of the bargain hunters were al- 
ready queued up inside a metal barricade 
outside the store. Others stayed inside 
their vehicles to avoid the chilly air, af- 
ter having earlier made arrangements to 
save their prime places in line with stand- 
in props - such as lawn chairs and blan- 
kets draped over the barricade railing. 

The Lewises, aunt and niece, were 
parked, with their vehicles’ engines run- 
ning, in opposite directions so they could 
talk directly to each other from their mu- 
tual driver’s-side windows and strategize, 
as they both were ready to take on some 
serious business in a few hours. 

“This is like our Olympics,” said the 
younger Lewis, who also lives in Buffalo. 


See Shoppers on Page A9 


Turkey Trotters stuff Delaware Avenue 
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Mark Mulville/Buffalo News 


A view looking north up Delaware Avenue shows the density of runners taking part in the 122nd annual Turkey Trot. Fourteen thousand 
runners registered for the sold-out race, which raised about $300,000 for the YMCA Buffalo Niagara. Story on CI; more photos on D6. 


Flynn signals 
move to assist 
in Russia probe 


Lawyers’ split with Trump team puts 
Jocus on prospect of cooperation, deal 


By MICHAELS. SCHMIDT, 
Matt APvuzzo 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - Lawyers 
for Michael T. Flynn, President 
Trump’s former national secu- 
rity adviser, notified the presi- 
dent’s legal team in recent days 
that they could no longer dis- 
cuss the special counsel’s in- 
vestigation, according to four 
people involved in the case, an 
indication that Flynn is cooper- 
ating with prosecutors or nego- 
tiating a deal. 

Flynn’s lawyers had been 
sharing information with 
Trump’s lawyers about the in- 
vestigation by special coun- 
sel Robert S. Mueller III, who 
is examining whether anyone 
around Trump was involved in 
Russian efforts to undermine 
the campaign of Democratic 
presidential nominee Hillary 
Clinton. 

That agreement has been 
terminated, the four people 
said. Defense lawyers frequent- 
ly share information during in- 
vestigations, but they must stop 
when doing so would pose a 
conflict of interest. It is unethi- 
cal for lawyers to work together 
when one client is cooperating 
with prosecutors and another is 
still under investigation. 

The notification alone does 
not prove that Flynn is cooper- 
ating with Mueller. Some law- 
yers withdraw from informa- 
tion-sharing arrangements as 
soon as they begin negotiating 
with prosecutors. And such ne- 
gotiations sometimes fall apart. 

Still, the notification led 
Trump’s lawyers to believe that 
Flynn, 58 - who, along with his 
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Michael T. Flynn’s lawyers 
indicate shift toward open- 
ing dialogue with Mueller. 


son, Michael G. Flynn, is seen as 
having significant criminal ex- 
posure — has, at the least, begun 
discussions with Mueller about 
cooperating. 

Lawyers for Flynn and 
Trump declined to comment. 
The four people briefed on the 
matter spoke on the condition 
of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to discuss 
it publicly. 

A deal with Flynn would 
give Mueller a behind-the- 
scenes look at the Trump cam- 
paign and the early tumultuous 
weeks of the administration. 
Flynn was an early and im- 
portant adviser to Trump, an 
architect of Trump’s populist 
“America First” platform and 
an advocate of closer ties with 
Russia. 

His ties to Russia predat- 
ed the campaign - he sat with 
President Vladimir V. Putin at a 
2015 event in Moscow - and he 
was a point man on the transi- 
tion team for dealing with Rus- 
sia. 
The White House had been 


See Flynn on Page A5 


Big law firm here takes 
partner dispute to court 


Secrecy sought as 6 
tied to breach of pact 


By MATTHEW SPINA 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


The largest law firm head- 
quartered in Buffalo has gone 
to court in a dispute with six of 
its partners, but both sides are 
working to keep details out of 
public view. 

Goldberg Segalla, which has 
offices from Chicago to Miami, 
says in court papers that the six 
partners, all based in New York 
State, violated the firm’s part- 
nership agreement. The pa- 
pers, filed just days ago, do not 
specify how the six might have 
breached the pact. 

The firm says that it intends 
to resolve the dispute through 
arbitration - as the partner- 
ship agreement requires. But 
it wants a State Supreme Court 
justice in Erie County to seal fu- 
ture court papers that could re- 
veal what’s going on. 

At the same time, the six 
partners, most of whom work 


downstate, intend to file their 
own petition against Goldberg 
Segalla. A lawyer they hired is- 
sued a statement indicating she 
will file a petition after a judge 
seals records in the matter. 

“Previously, the six partners 
wanted to reach an amicable 
resolution with the firm,” the 
statement said. 

In trying to tamp down pub- 
lic disclosures, Goldberg Segal- 
laand the partners seek to avoid 
the sort of spectacle that can 
occur when a law firm’s secrets 
splash into public view. 

When Ross M. Cellino Jr. 
sued to dissolve Cellino & 
Barnes, the high-profile per- 
sonal-injury law firm he formed 
with Stephen E. Barnes, he ex- 
posed the bitterness between 
the two. He also rocked a firm 
with hundreds of employees, 
10,000 clients and a household 
name. 

“There are SO many reasons 
why law firms don’t want these 
fights made public,” said Wil- 
liam F. Savino, a Buffalo lawyer 


See Law firm on Page A7 
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WEATHER 


| < _& Partly sunny, milder. High 48, 
low 41. Details on Page C6. 
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